IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT  OF  INDIA
themselves idealists, "have in common the view that there can be
no physical objects existing apart from some experience, and this
might perhaps be taken as the definition of idealism, provided we
regard thinking as a part of experience and do not imply by
'experience' passivity, and provided we include under experience
not only human experience but the so-called 'Absolute Experi-
ence* or the experience of a God such as Berkeley postulates."1
Recognizing that this definition of idealism is narrow, for it is
almost the same as that of Professor Muirhead, he remarks: "To
frame a formula which would include all the shades of opinion
that have, more often than not, been described as idealist and
exclude all those that have been, more often than not, described
as realist is almost and quite beyond human capacity/'2 Professor
Cunningham writes: "The question: What is idealism? has been
frequently asked, but a satisfactory answer is not readily to be
had . . . idealism shows itself to be a very complicated doctrine.
To provide a general formula which applies to all the types ... is
not easy, but it is apparently not impossible; and I wish briefly
to indicate what such a formula seems to me to be/'s "To the
^question: What is idealism? our answer, then, would seem to be:
Idealism is that philosophical doctrine which undertakes to show
^that, in order to think matter or the spatio-temporal order of
events in its ultimate nature, we are logically compelled to think
mind or spirit along with it as in some sense foundational to it?^4
This is Professor Muirhead's definition given in different words.
Professor Hocking defines idealism as "the philosophy which
holds that reality is of the nature of mind/'5 Professor Patrick
says: "Idealism, too, is changing its character and losing its
harsher aspects. Its subjectivistic forms are harder and harder to
maintain. Many now call themselves idealists who claim that
I the world is neither dependent on mind, nor the product of mind,
! nor the manifestation of the absolute, nor made of mind-stuff. It
is sufficient to say that spiritual values are the significant things,
that is, the real things in the Universe, and that perhaps they
have a determining voice in its ordering/'6 This conception is the
same as that of Professor N. K. Smith's. Still, Patrick tries to
give us a definition and says: "Just as materialism considers
1 The Idealistic Argument in Recent British and American Philosophy, p. 337.
a Idealism: A Critical Survey, p. 5,
3  The Idealistic Argument in Recent British and American Philosopy, p. 337.
4  Ibid., p. 339.                                                 5 Types of Philosophy, p. 247,
6 Introduction to Philosophy, p. vii.
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